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The Oklahoma Centennial marks the 

anniversary of statehood and more than 

a century of progress and promise. Born 

from the courage, determination, and 

perseverance of our ancestors, Oklahoma 

has grown to take a leading role on the 

national and international stages. The 

state’s success is due in large part to the 

contributions of the people and programs 

of Oklahoma State University. For more 

than 115 years, the STATE’s University has 

educated the leaders of tomorrow, fostered 

ground-breaking research and productive 

innovation, and reached out to promote 

economic and cultural development at 

home and around the world. Oklahoma 

State Portraits celebrates the creativity, 

passion, and achievement of the people of 

OSU and Oklahoma – and their vision for 

generations to come.  

338 color, 179 black-and-white photographs and illustrations
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IT STARTED IN PIYUSH PATEL’S ROOM IN WILLHAM HALL 

in 1998. Today, PL Studios’ client list includes Nickelodeon, MTV,  

Disney, and Pixar. Anyone who has seen Cars or Shrek can appre-

ciate Patel’s innovation. His company develops and markets Digital  

Tutors graphics tutorials. “We use elementary education principles 

to help graphic artists learn complex tasks faster,” the 1998 educa-

tion grad explains. 

 Whenever new graphics software hits the streets, Patel and his 

team of educators, graphic artists, and software engineers immerse  

G O U LD A N D TR AC Y ⌛ C he ster  G ould
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THOUGH A CRIME-STOPPER IN A YELLOW 

fedora made Pawnee native Chester Gould fa-

mous, he was known around Oklahoma before 

he had turned 21. Still in high school, the bud-

ding cartoonist was commissioned by Oklahoma 

A&M to contribute illustrations for its 1918 and 

1919 yearbooks. While at A&M, he drew politi-

cal cartoons for the Tulsa Democrat and a series 

of sports cartoons called In the Sports Spotlight 

for the Oklahoman. After his sophomore year, 

Gould headed north to Chicago. He bounced “I decided that if the  police couldn’t catch the gangsters,  

I’d create a fellow who could,”  said Chester Gould.

around several newspapers until the Chicago 

Tribune picked up his new comic strip about 

a crusading detective. Dick Tracy, Tess True-

heart, Mumbles, Pruneface, and Flattop soon 

became household names. During Gould’s 

run, which ended in 1977, Dick Tracy was 

adapted many times for radio, movies, and 

television. The comic is still in syndication 

today. Gould died in 1985 at age 84. 

A N IM ATI ON 
ACC E LE R ATI ON 
⌛ P iyu sh Patel

themselves in the program, systematically digest it, and then  

combine their talents to create an easy, appealing learning tool  

offered online to a worldwide audience. Animation processes that 

used to take weeks to learn, even for professionals, are now mastered 

in a day. For major studios, employing hundreds of artists for up to 

two years on one movie, the savings are enormous. Digital Tutors 

products are now ranked No. 2 in the industry – and climbing. 
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FROM BRICKTOWN TO THE KERR-MCGEE TOWER AND THE CAPITOL DOME, 

Oklahoma City’s landmark architecture bears Jim Bruza’s stamp. Partner at Frankfurt-

Short-Bruza, the 1961 architecture graduate and his firm have designed award-win-

ning projects across Oklahoma and the nation. 

 Oklahoma City’s renaissance owes much to the Metropolitan Area Projects, and 

MAPS owes much to FSB. Over nine years, Bruza’s team oversaw every phase of the 

$370 million project – vision, community engagement, master planning, and coordina-

tion of architects and builders. “FSB’s leadership,” remarked then-Mayor Ron Norick, 

“will be felt long into the twenty-first century.”  

 Another monumental FSB achievement has redrawn the city skyline – the Capitol 

Dome. After a feasibility study for Governor Frank Keating, FSB won the contract to 

complete the dome that had been left unfinished in 1915. The bold exterior retains 

the essence of the original plan while the inspiring interior represents in color and de-

sign the Gaillardia or Indian Blanket, the Oklahoma state wildflower, symbolizing the 

state’s Native American heritage. 

 Nationally, FSB is renowned for many areas of expertise – aviation architecture 

for American Airlines, United Airlines, and other carriers, and design for energy, 

healthcare, commercial, cultural, and educational clients. The Advanced Technology  

Research Center and ConocoPhillips OSU Alumni Center are two of many FSB build-

ings at OSU.  In 2000, for his professional achievement, Jim Bruza was inducted into 

the College of Engineering, Architecture and Technology Hall of Fame. 

IN A CAREER FROM 1937 TO 1983, BILL  CAUDILL 

emphasized teamwork. “The day of the prima-donna  

approach to designing buildings has passed. The new 

way is by team.” Reflecting this philosophy in designs for 

schools, universities, and hospitals, the firm of  Caudill Rowlett Scott became 

one of the nation’s largest and most renowned in the 1970s. 

 Holding a degree from Oklahoma A&M, Caudill  became a  

respected professor and author. His books include Architecture by Team 

and Toward Better School Design. In 1985, Caudill became the first and 

only Oklahoma architect honored with the AIA Gold Medal, the highest 

award an architect can receive. 
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Left, top to bottom: interior of State Capitol Dome; the Frankfurt-Short-Bruza team in front of the State Capitol: front 

row (l.-r.) are Glenn Short, Jim Bruza, and Bill Frankfurt; the Advanced Technology Research Center ; Bricktown. 

C A PI TA L DE SI G N S ⌛ J im Br uz a

T E A M W O R K  ⌛  Bil l  C audil l
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IN THE DAYS OF STATEHOOD, DISEASE TOOK MANY LIVES,  
antibiotics did not yet exist, and most Oklahomans had to travel many 

miles by horse or wagon to reach a doctor. Times have changed, and 

fortunately the changes keep coming, thanks to OSU Telemedicine. 

 “Imagine having to take follow-up trips to a city medical center 

after surgery,” explains Michael Young, director of OSU Telemedi-

cine. “You’d have to deal with hours on the road, travel expenses, 

separation from loved ones, and time away from jobs. Telemedicine 

shrinks time, distance, and cost.” 

 Using OSU Telemedicine’s Mobile Integrated Medical Instru-

ment – MIMI – physicians at urban medical centers now connect 

via the Internet with patients at telemedicine suites in rural clinics 

and hospitals. A family in Poteau can speak face-to-face with a phy-

sician in Tulsa, and the physician, using digital tools, can examine 

the patient and provide radiology, cardiology, ultrasound, orthope-

dics, mental health, and other care across hundreds of miles. OSU 

Telemedicine reaches 24 locations across Oklahoma with more 

planned. 

Shr iner s’  Hope  

Tulsa Shriners have teamed up with OSU  

Telemedicine to help children in need. In 2004, 

the Will Rogers Telemedicine Suite opened 

in Tulsa’s Akdar Shrine Temple. The Shriners’ 

young patients can spend recovery time close to 

home and still consult remotely with physicians 

at Shrine hospitals. The Tulsa suite is a pilot for 

Shriners hospitals nationwide. 

ME DI C IN E TO THE PE OPLE ⌛ O SU Telemedicine

 Other advances help as well. From laptop and handheld comput-

ers, OSU physicians now plug into the health information technol-

ogy network – HIT – from anywhere, anytime. They can access 

medical databases for the latest research and consult with colleagues 

around the world – at the touch of a few buttons. They expect soon 

to be able to call up patients’ complete medical histories – a poten-

tial lifesaver in emergency situations. 

 With its newest advance, rolled out in 2006, OSU-CHS reinvents 

the house call. The OSU Telemedicine Mobile Clinic – a custom-

designed, 39-foot clinic on wheels, complete with two exam rooms, 

lab, pharmacy, and records room – takes health care professionals to 

small towns to provide primary care, medications, immunizations, 

and screenings for anemia, diabetes, cancer, and other diseases. 

Above right: An artist’s rendering of the OSU Telemedicine Mobile Clinic. 

Below: A local physician and a young patient’s family consult with a 

specialist via MIMI, the Mobile Integrated Medical Instrument.
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Enrichment  
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IN THE LAND-GRANT SPIRIT, Bob Blackburn 

has his own tripartite mission – collect, preserve, 

and share. From Edmond, Blackburn came to 

OSU as a history graduate student in 1974. With-

in a year, he presented his first paper at a national 

conference. Before he left with his PhD in 1979, 

he had published his first book and was work-

ing at the Oklahoma Historical Society’s journal, 

Chronicles of Oklahoma. 

 Appointed executive director of the Histori-

cal Society in 1990, Blackburn has led the effort 

to construct the new Oklahoma History Center, 

opened in 2005, and expand collections, includ-

ing the George Nigh Collection, the Kerr-McGee 

archives, and a 35,000-item collection represent-

ing Oklahoma’s political history dating back to 

the 1890s. “My career is an extension of what I did 

at OSU,” Blackburn says. “Learning how to com-

municate, organize thoughts, put together an ac-

tion plan, and meet deadlines are things I learned 

at OSU that have served the Oklahoma Historical 

Society well.”

OKLAHOMA HISTORIAN  ⌛  Bob Blackburn

JAMES HORATIO MEANS CHANGED the world  

and inspired others to do the same. Born in 1910, 

the grandson of a freed slave, Means began a 

lifetime in education inside a humble one-room 

schoolhouse. He went on to earn his bachelor’s 

degree at Arkansas AM&N and master’s at the 

University of Iowa. In 1938, he joined the faculty 

at Tillotson College – now Huston-Tillotson 

University – in Austin, Texas. Professor Means 

taught mathematics and physics and chaired the 

physical sciences division. 

 In the mid-1950s, attending a national seminar 

at Oklahoma A&M, Means was encouraged to 

pursue advanced studies. In 1958, he became 

HIGHER EDUCATION  ⌛  James Means

one of the first African-Americans 

to earn an OSU doctorate. At home, 

his family also worked for civil rights. 

Daughter Joan was one of the first 

students to desegregate Austin 

public schools, and wife Bertha was 

among the first African-American 

school supervisors. 

 Means inspired students to 

blaze new trails. One of these was 

James Harris, instrumental in 

the discovery of rutherfordium 

and dubnium, elements 104 and 105 in the 

periodic table. 

Left and above: in the heart of the capital, the Oklahoma  

History Center celebrates the state’s rich heritage. 

James and Bertha Means.




